Interferon synthesis in the early post-implantation mouse embryo.
A qualitative bioassay was adapted and used to determine the ability of the early post-implantation mouse embryo to synthesise interferon. Interferon production was not seen in any embryo tissue in the absence of an inducer and could only be detected in virus-induced tissue from the early 7th day of development. This induced interferon synthesis was initially confined to the trophoblast of the early 7th day embryo. It was then found in tissues of both trophoblast and inner cell mass origin in the early 8th day, and subsequently, in derivatives of the embryonic ectoderm in the 13th-day embryo.